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o cewmg corroboranng tesnmony Iastweek from former
members .of Green Beret: squads about clandestme
cross-border: operatxcms.

Now, nearly foux: years aﬁer thg f2 g
acting under President Nixon spemnal authority, US- ...

military units: engaged. i almost daily ground incur- :
" But new-information obtamed by The New Republzc i

sions into Cambodiaduring 1969 as: partof broad top=: it
secret intelligerce: operauons mngmg:«om much of . shows that in-addition to- the.Cambodian mcurﬁmns,
‘Southeast Asias. : - secretUS operations in Southeast Asia included:

. .These mcmsmns, known by the code_name "Salem » Training of Khmer Serei units (also known as Mlk‘
" House,” involved:at different times:US ammy special:- Forces).at: two- ClA camps -in. .Greece: - Khmers: Sere
forces - (Green::Berets);; Central: Intelligence"Agency: id: 1_969 upder the so-called-
operatives, South-Vietnamese- Rangers; Khmer: Serei plausable ‘denial!” meaning ‘that: such:
_detachments: of ethnic:Cambodians: fiom.South. Viet : 'pected, could becredibly denied. Tt was:
nam and Chinese:Nhung: mercenariesi:They were co- m 1t the CIAéarlier trained:
ordinated with secret B-52 and. tactical: US:air strikes a¢ | ate confis
_‘ agamst targewmﬂmbodu thatweatm Mh mon
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. over Cambodia in 1969 and 1970,
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» Covert actions in Burma at the confluence-of Thai
" and Chinese borders. The CIA statioriin Bangkok was
_in charge of these activities. : ,
 The secret incursions into Cambodia were com-
. parable to raids by US units into Laos, known as

“Qperation Prairie Fire.” The latter were kept up until
© 1972, A large-scale secret 1969 penetration in Laos, de-

. signed to cut the flow-of supplies over the Ho Chi

Minh trail, involved a sizable marines unit. “Salem

. House" raids into Cambodia were no longer required
. after US troops openly moved into that country during
" the May 1970 offensive. ="~ \ - '

‘.\. > ‘Both the secret bombings and g'round inCUlI‘SiOﬂS in
CHT1969  were in- flagrant - contradiction 10 President

"Nixon's statement on April 30, 1970, that prior to the
. invasion US policy had been “to respect scrupulously
“+7.-the *neutrality- ‘of ‘ the‘Cambodian people.” Senior
" Defense . Department. officials. privately ‘confirming
the “Salem House” and “Prairie Fire” operations, NOW

" the same way in which he cleared the 3360 B-52 sorties

"+ “Late in July the Pentagon hinted that special opera-

e - »tions may have been conducted in Cambodia and Laos -
F ~";‘_:l'-fwhen'it announced that 121 US servicemen, officially
i -reported -as having been killed in- Vietnam, actually -
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":“"“YOHT ‘ N_o Obje' iyt YTiase e ic imamerative. He died

-secret command chain attached to the

ssay they had been “‘cleared from the very top.”“Under
o risquestioning, they admit ‘that President Nixon:had ~
- -personally authorized them as top-secret operations in -

~#mnilateral’” ‘operations,

ction to Declassification in Full 2010/03/10 : LOC-HAK-106-1-22-8 and,
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died in the two adjoining countries.

Highly classified intelligence operations in South-
east Asia in 1969 and afterward were run by a compiex
0 Military
(MACV), in Saigom,
the air force,

Advisory Command, Vietnam
including representatives of the army,

_ the CIA and the National Security Agency.

'NSA groups utilizing military and civilian elec- ‘
tronic intelligence ~specialists. worked covertly in
Vietnam and were known as Direct Support Units
{DSU). Their task was to coordinate intelligence and
combat operations on ali levels with special emphasis
.on targeting air strikes and ground crossings in Cam-

- bodia, Laos. and North Vietnam.. = -
L -“-“’_Cross-border}dperations into Cambodia were usually -
 conducted by-a'special Green Berets unit identified as
. j*B57"" and- composed of Special Forces and CIA per
«onnel. Green:Berets.are divided into A’ and "B
. detachments; the latter being operational. In so-called

* only{US personnel crossed
into Cambodia:from-a series.Of #/B57" bases strung

along the Cambodian border in'Vietnam.
~rreBilater

= Khmer Serei,’ Souﬁ'Vietnamesé‘hndihung units. -Bi-
** lateral and unilateral crossings were also conducted in ’

:Cambodia fromThailand. . = - '

e ohccording to:Winslow Peck,a former air force staff,

" crossings involved Americans as well as

sergeant who served in Vietnamas an NSA analyst and
. iaison official with the Army Security ‘Agency, and
" -other intelligence sources, NSA “targeting” for Cam-
" bodia began -in’ February 1969. Peck, who now is a
. member of a Washington-based organization known.
- as The Committee for Action Research on the Intelli-
" gence Community (CARIC), said in an interview that
. ~he was attached -during 1969 to the Eighth Radio Re-

search Unit based at -Phu Bai in Vietnam, then the
headquarters -of the Fifth Special Forces Group. The

- Eighth RRU: was part of the 509th Radio Research
_-Group which, in tum, was-controlled by the Army -
. Security Agency. ' e e ]
- CARIC, a ‘private group of former intelligence

.agents, is dedicated to public dissernination of infor-
- mation about the doings of US intelligence agencies.

The 509th R:R.G. and the gir force’s 6994th Security
Squadron formed a joint operational office known as -

- ACC and located at the Seventh Air Force command in
* Gaigon.. - ACC ~was " the’ ‘top-secret electronic inteili-

gence operations center. Pentagon sources said ACC

_:stood for Airbome-Radio—'Direction-Fin der Coordina-

tion Center. It was staffed with specialists from the
404th Special Qperations Detachment of the NbA, the -
- agency’s force: assigned to Vietnam. NSA units in
Vietnam —the DSUs—belonged to Bravo Group, the
special office in charge of Indochina operations. &t

'NSA’s headquarters at Ft. Mead, near Washington. -

- ACC in Saigon, according to Peck and other former

intelligence specialists, provided intelligence support
the Studies’ and



o e S

"~

Observatior \ 5

©3-2"section. 1L wad i v s avea s et )

MAC/V-SOG was. divided into three: separaie: seg-

ments: Command.-and Control North, Command and
Control Ceater and Command and Control South,

© Bach 50G command was responsible for.cross-border -

. operations in its area. SOG/North infiltrated teams -
into the Demilitarized Zone and North. Vietnam.

~ 5OG/Center and South were in charge of "Salem

- House” raids in Cambodia and */Prairie Fire’ in Laos.

~ Most of the Cambodian incursions were directed by :
SOG/Center in Kontum. Targeting for air strikes and .

o ground operations was the responsibility of Peck’s

. artillery fire. or-a B57 ground

~.plane spotted

NSA unit based at Phu Bai and Kontum: Peck said in
the interview that his function was to serve as NSA-

~ analyst for air reconnaissance ‘missions-over north-
~eastern Cambodia-which was known as ““Variant 12.”
The air missions were code-named “Combat Cougar.”
A Combat Cougar mission was usually flown by a C-47

_ aircraft jammed with highly sophisticated electronic .
radio direction finding gear and carrying NSA experts....
When an NSA controller aboard a Combat Cougar . |

a North Vietnamese or Vietcong unit or

depot, he radioed the information to the-nearest NSA -

Direct Support Unit on the ground in:Vietnam or i
the air. The NSA unit, in.turn; passedion-its intel--. .

 ligence to ACC in: Saigon: The ACC informed SOG.
and a determination-was made whether :
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'NSA experts. in the guise of Direct St L
sonnel were attachied to each BST detachment
" as electronic intelligence advisers:The’y s
" these missions .over: Cambocdias ands
. Kontum airfield. CANUC was thecos

NSA channels for:commanicaki
' dian air and ground activities.x

Peck said that.cross-bordes operaiye

designed to findand destroy
which were NorthViets
food depots jnside Cambo
sions were knowm as. SEAM
late Mission):: Othvers: wes
 patterns of Communist trox
inside Cambodia.: Harasesn
was another mission:of .the BSZ
cials described ‘all these missions.a:
* operations wher they-were as
1969 incursions. « s

- ln‘ all cases, Peck said; the incursions into Cambodia o
and Laos—sometimes on foot and sometimes by heli-

 copter—were guided by Combat Cougar flights that .

~ fed electronic intelligence to ACC and 50G. Peck and
 other former intelligence specialist!:'izwolved in these

pperations said inr-‘imervimﬂ\atxthe-mssings into-: .

Cambodia and Laos were far from successful and that
BS57 units often suffered heavy losses. He said a Com-
bat Cougar C-47 was shot down in 1969 with the loss:
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agents wore North Vietramese uniforms or “sterile”.

fatigues, uniforms without any unit or rank insignias. . -

" They went into the Cambodian jungles with their .-

faces greased black, commando style."..-..-

" Peck and others said that during 1969, there were 23 .

_separate ‘types of intelligence fights. in Southeast .

. Asia. Since the US withdrawal from Vietnam, Combat’ - -

Cougar missions have been switched to the Ramasun-
NSA-CIA base near the Udorn Air Force Base in Thai-

land. Other sources say these missions. are still being - |

flown in support of the US bombings in Cambodia. .. -

Ramasun is the present headquarters of the Seventh ...

Radio Research Field Station that earlier ‘operated at

Phu Bai. The air force’s 6994th Security Squadron has ke

* moved to the Nakorn Phanom base inThailand..” = . .~
' According . to Peck and other-intelligence officers’ - .
" who served in Indochina, plans. were afoot.in 1969 to ... =

mount;a coup: aginst. Sihanouk, and that-the Khmer
Serei “Mike Forces” ‘were being trained -in -Laos, .
South_Vietnam and Greece for that purpose: The pror.
posed coup, coordinated by the ClA.was known in
Canyon 11”2 Earlier.covert. operations: in:Laos. by U
military units, including elements of the Ninth marine:
division, were code-named-Dewey. Canyon L. Officials
in. Washington. refuse-to discuss. the-reported plans-

v the-1965° coup. and wilk ot say why it was. can—

nse it:ie some-fashionsafter this week:

i Inan affidavit filed with: the. Supreme Court: or
* August 4 seeking a stay of a lower court order for:an
1mmzdm:te cessation of 'the bombing, Secretary: o

‘State: William P. Rogers said that Cambodian forces:
would be redeployed after the deadline “from exposed -
positions:to positions: where they can defend them-.

: selvééﬁii@{ be resupplied in the absence of US combat.

‘ suppagt..”‘”’l_‘hié’“ was the most intrigning phrase ‘of -




